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South African Artists covers notable South African artists from the 19th century to modern 

contemporary artists.  This download is designed for middle and high school students for Art 

History & Art Appreciation.   This download includes simple biographies, Internet links and at 

least 4 examples of each artist’s works, as well as a blank biography page. 

 

Following a Charlotte Mason approach, study and appreciate one artist for a month, 

focussing on a new art work each week.  Read the biography and view one new art work 

each week.   Encourage detailed observations, discussions, further research, narrations, 

and supporting art activities.  Homeschooling Curriculum Guide.com features South African 

Art Series For Children booklets featuring several South African artists for easy art history, 

appreciation and practical application lessons.  

You will find other downloads on my website Practical Pages. Blessings! 

Page The full package includes all these artists: 

2 Thomas Bowler  1812 – 1869 Landscape painter 

3 Thomas Baines 1820 – 1875 Artist, explorer, landscape painter 

4 Jan Ernest Abraham Volschenk 1853–1936  Landscape painter 

5 Anton van Wouw 1862 – 1945 Sculptor 

6 Erich Mayer 1876 – 1960 Landscape painter 

7 Ruth Prowse 1883 – 1967 Painter 

8 Tinus de Jongh 1885 – 1942 Landscape painter 

9 Maggie Laubser  1886 – 1973 Expressionist  painter and printmaker 

10 JH Pierneef 1886 – 1957  Landscape painter 

11 Irma Stern  1894 – 1966 Modernist painter, ceramics & sculptures 

12 Helen Martins 1897 – 1976 Artist 

13 Gerard Bengu 1910 – 1990 Watercolour & sepia ink painter 

14 Gerard Sekoto 1913 – 1993 Artist & Musician 

15 Vladimir Tretchikoff 1913 – 2006 Painter 

16 Esther Mahlangu 1935 –  Ndebele painter 

17 William Kentridge 1955 – Printer. drawings, animated films, sculptor  

18 Jan van der Merwe 1958 – Installations 

19 Biography 

20 References 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
https://practicalpages.wordpress.com/homeschool/charlotte-mason/
http://www.homeschooling-curriculum-guide.com/south-african-art-series-for-children.html
http://www.homeschooling-curriculum-guide.com/south-african-art-series-for-children.html
http://www.homeschooling-curriculum-guide.com/south-african-art-series-for-children.html
https://practicalpages.wordpress.com/


South African Artists   3 

Copyright ©2016 Nadene Esterhuizen http://practicalpages.wordpress.com         

All rights reserved.  Permission granted for personal use only. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored, forwarded, sold or distributed without consent of the author. 

Thomas Baines 

Thomas Baines 

 
1820 – 1875 

Artist, explorer, cartographer, 

landscape painter 

Born in Norfolk, England in 1820, Baines moved to Cape Town as a 

marine and portrait painter in 1845.  Baines spent most of his working life 

in Africa. His journeys with David Livingstone, J. Chapman, C.J. 

Anderssen, have been well documented.  Seldom without a pencil and 

sketchbook to hand, he produced many paintings. Always an 

observant naturalist, his washes and sketches of plants, animals, insects 

and the features of the natives were accurate enough to be well 

regarded by botanists, zoologists and anthropologists.  He died, a 

bachelor, at Durban, South Africa, on 8 May 1875.  

 http://www.tothevictoriafalls.com/vfpages/discovery/baines.html 

detailed description & diary excerpts of Baines’ travels as well as 

many Vic Falls paintings  

 https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/baines-john-thomas.html 

 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Thomas_Baines 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/thomas-

baines/paintings/slideshow 

Thomas Baines’gallery 

  
Buffalo Driven to the Edge of the Chasm                            Western view of the Victoria Falls 

opposite Garden Island Victoria Falls 

  
Kudu                                                                                           Manufacturing of sugar at Katipo 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.tothevictoriafalls.com/vfpages/discovery/baines.html
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/baines-john-thomas.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Thomas_Baines
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/thomas-baines/paintings/slideshow
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/thomas-baines/paintings/slideshow


South African Artists   4 

Copyright ©2016 Nadene Esterhuizen http://practicalpages.wordpress.com         

All rights reserved.  Permission granted for personal use only. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored, forwarded, sold or distributed without consent of the author. 

Anton van Wouw 

Anton van Wouw 

 
1862 - 1945 

Sculptor 

Anton van Wouw was born on 27 December 1862 in Driebergen. Van 

Wouw moved Pretoria received his first commission to create a 

monumental statue of Paul Kruger, which stands on Church Square.  He 

developed a great admiration for the Boer nation and identified with 

their struggles and hopes. One of his most notable pieces of work is the 

figure of a woman used in the Women’s Monument near Bloemfontein. 

His other works include a figure of a woman incorporated into the 

Voortrekker Monument near Pretoria, a powerful bust of General 

Christiaan de Wet and the statue of Louis Botha in Durban.  He also 

portrayed indigenous peoples and among these smaller sculptures 

some of his finest work can be found. They are much less formal than 

his larger work and are appealing in their vivid and lifelike facial 

expressions.  He passed away on 30 July 1945 in Pretoria 

 

 http://remembered.co.za/anton-van-wouw-3828 

 http://www.up.ac.za/museums-collections/article/56423/anton-

van-wouw-collection 

  

Anton van Wouw’s gallery 

                                                
 

Voortrekker Monument Women & children         Statue of Paul Kruger, Church Square

             
African statue                                                              Boer soldiers 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://remembered.co.za/anton-van-wouw-3828
http://www.up.ac.za/museums-collections/article/56423/anton-van-wouw-collection
http://www.up.ac.za/museums-collections/article/56423/anton-van-wouw-collection
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Jacobus Hendrick Pierneef 

JH Pierneef 

 
1886 – 1957 

Landscape painter 

Jacobus Hendrik Pierneef was born in 1886, Pretoria.  Pierneef was a 

South African landscape artist, generally considered to be one of the 

best of the old South African masters. His distinctive style is widely 

recognised.  Pierneef's style was to reduce and simplify the landscape 

to geometric structures, using flat planes, lines and colour to present 

the harmony and order in nature. This resulted in formalised, ordered 

and often-monumental view of the South African landscape, with 

dramatic use of light and colour. 

During his long career he worked as an art lecturer at the Heidelberg 

College of Education, and taught drawing at the Pretoria College of 

Education.  He focussed on his art and he participated in many 

successful exhibitions, setting the trend for a unique South African style. 

Despite his successes, he experienced some financial difficulties, and 

had to resort to other jobs to make ends meet. Pierneef’s commissions 

included 32 panels for Johannesburg Railway Station completed1932. 

In 1933, he was commissioned to do seven murals for South Africa 

House, South African embassy, London. Pierneef completed this work in 

1934.  He died in 1957 in Pretoria 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/jacob-hendrik-

pierneef 

 http://www.sahistory.org.za/people/jacob-hendrik-pierneef 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobus_Hendrik_Pierneef 

JH Pierneef’s gallery 

      
'n Somersmiddag, Bosveld (1928)                                             Hardekoolbome – Bosveld (1945) 

     

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/jacob-hendrik-pierneef
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/artists/jacob-hendrik-pierneef
http://www.sahistory.org.za/people/jacob-hendrik-pierneef
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobus_Hendrik_Pierneef
https://carlbecker.wordpress.com/tag/pierneef-station-panel/
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Die Kremetartboom (Baobab)  (1934)                                                         Composition in Blue (circa 1928) 

 

Esther Mahlangu 

Esther Mahlangu 

 1935 –  
Ndebele painter 

Esther Mahlangu is a South African Ndebele artist born in 1935 in 

Middelburg, South Africa.  Mahlangu began painting at ten years old, 

following the teachings of her mother and grandmother. A tradition of 

her native South Ndebele people is for females to paint the exterior of 

houses. Mahlangu's art references the Ndebele people’s very colourful 

and geometric patterns found in clothing and jewellery.  

Mahlangu is one of the few African artists whose art is often exhibited 

on the international scene. She first gained international attention in 

1989 at a European artist exposition.  In 1991, Mahlangu was 

commissioned by BMW to create an art car.  She was the first non-

Western person and female to design one of these art cars. Her designs 

were also reproduced in 1997 on the tails of British Airways.  Her works 

are in major private collections. Despite being an internationally 

recognized artist, Esther Mahalangu lives in her village in close contact 

with her culture. 

 

 Wikipedia 

 http://www.openafrica.org/experiences/participant/930-esther-

mahlangu-ndebele-art-school 

 http://www.vgallery.co.za/estherpress/default.htm 

 http://www.africancontemporary.com/Esther%20Mahlangu.htm 

Esther Mahlangu’s gallery 

   
BMW Art Car 

     
British Airways paints their planes with Esther’s design                    Ndebele house design  

  

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esther_Mahlangu
http://www.openafrica.org/experiences/participant/930-esther-mahlangu-ndebele-art-school
http://www.openafrica.org/experiences/participant/930-esther-mahlangu-ndebele-art-school
http://www.vgallery.co.za/estherpress/default.htm
http://www.africancontemporary.com/Esther%20Mahlangu.htm


South African Artists   7 

Copyright ©2016 Nadene Esterhuizen http://practicalpages.wordpress.com         

All rights reserved.  Permission granted for personal use only. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored, forwarded, sold or distributed without consent of the author. 

Biography 

 

Name:__________________________________________________ 

Born:____________                              Died: ___________ 

Art Style:  _____________________________________ 

About this artist: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What I found Interesting in his/ her artwork 
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References: 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_South_African_artists 

 http://www.johansborman.co.za/sa-masters/ 

 http://www.homeschooling-curriculum-guide.com/ for South African Art Series for Children booklets  

 http://www.homeschooling-curriculum-guide.com/south-african-art-series-for-children.html purchase 

booklets featuring several South African artists for easy art history, appreciation and practical 

application lessons. 
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