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These copywork pages, including personal response writing prompts are power-

packed if you progress their application using these 3 Charlotte Mason methods:  

 

1. Copywork   2. Transcription  3. Dictation 

 

Gently moving from one stage to the next as the child is ready, you will very naturally 

teach beautiful handwriting, develop grammar and spelling, increase vocabulary, 

and seamlessly impart good writing style, as well as memorize famous quotes. 

Copywork (Grades 1-2) is simply copying a passage with many excellent benefits ~   

 Once a child has learnt to write each letter using my laminated handwriting 

charts, beginners begin to copy each sentence, done slowly with an 

emphasis on quality not quantity. 

 Careful copywork gives a child the opportunity to practice 

beautiful handwriting in context.    

 Copywork reinforces the habits of observation, best effort, and attention.   

 Lessons are kept short (5–10 minutes) and the goal is beautiful work.   

 

Copywork leads to Transcription. (Grades 2-3) copying from memory ~ 

 Once the student has mastered the mechanics of handwriting, he can start 

concentrating on the spelling of the passages he is copying.  

 At this stage he looks at/ studies the word in the passage, then writes it from 

memory, and double checking his spelling right away.  

 Rather than copying letter for letter, he begins to write whole words from 

memory, working his way through the passage.  

 

Dictation (Grades 4–12) is an advanced skill of writing out the prepared passage as 

the parent or teacher dictates it to him. Focus is on spelling ~ 

 The child studies the passage ahead of time making sure he knows how to 

spell every word in it, taking note of the punctuation and capitalization. 

 Parents dictate the passage phrase by phrase.   

 Dictation cultivates the habit of looking at how words are spelled, reinforces 

correct punctuation and capitalization; sharpens listening comprehension; 

increases vocabulary through context; reinforces correct sentence structure; 

reinforces the habits of observation and attention.   

 

I love Charlotte Mason’s simple, yet highly effective approach! 

Enjoy!  

Blessings, Nadene 

 

 

 

All quotes taken from http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
https://practicalpages.wordpress.com/free-pages/handwriting/
https://practicalpages.wordpress.com/free-pages/handwriting/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/
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Still, there is a calm, pure harmony, and 

music inside of me. 
-Vincent van Gogh 
 

When you are upset, how can music keep you 

calm inside? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/vincent_van_gogh_quotes.html
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In memory, everything seems to happen to 

music.  

-Tennessee Williams 

 

What music plays to your best memory? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/tennessee_williams_quotes.html
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Canned music is like audible wallpaper. 

-Alistair Cooke 
 

How can background music we hear in hotels 

or restaurants seem like wallpaper? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/alistair_cooke_quotes.html
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I am sure my music has a taste of codfish in 

it. 

-Edvard Grieg 

 

Codfish is a common fish, often dried and 

salted.  What is Grieg saying about his music? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/edvard_grieg_quotes.html
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Jazz is the only music in which the same 

note can be played night after night but 

differently each time. 

-Ornette Coleman 

Have you listened to jazz music?  How can 
it be different every night? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/ornette_coleman_quotes.html
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Music sweeps by me as a messenger carrying a 

message that is not for me. 

-George Eliot 

 

How do you feel when you are passed by?  

How can music make you feel that way? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/george_eliot_quotes.html
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Mozart's music gives us permission to live. 
-John Updike 

In what way can music make you feel like 
living? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/john_updike_quotes.html
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Music is a strange thing. I would almost say 

it is a miracle. For it stands halfway 

between thought and phenomenon, between 

spirit and matter. 
-Heinrich Heine 

 

How can music be both spirit and matter? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/heinrich_heine_quotes.html
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Music is the art of thinking with sounds. 
-Jules Combarieu 

Do you ever think with music in your 

mind?  Describe it here … 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/jules_combarieu_quotes.html
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Music touches places beyond our touching. 

-Keith Bosley 
 

How has music touched you where no one can 

actually touch you? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/keith_bosley_quotes.html
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The devil does not stay where music is. 

-Martin Luther 

 

What kind of music was Martin Luther 

talking about? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/martin_luther_quotes.html
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Too many pieces of music finish too long after 

the end. 
-Igor Stravinsky 

Describe the ending of your favorite piece of 

classical music. 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/igor_stravinsky_quotes.html
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After silence, that which comes nearest to 

expressing the inexpressible is music. 

-Aldous Huxley 
 

How can music express something? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/aldous_huxley_quotes.html
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When people hear good music, it makes them 

homesick for something they never had, and 

never will have. 

-Edgar Watson Howe 

 

Describe music that made you feel homesick. 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/edgar_watson_howe_quotes.html
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Who hears music, feels his solitude peopled at 

once. 

-Robert Browning 
 

How can music keep you company? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/robert_browning_quotes.html
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A nation creates music - the composer only 

arranges it. 

-Mikhail Glinka 

 

Can you describe your nation’s typical or 
traditional music? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/mikhail_glinka_quotes.html
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Music produces a kind of pleasure which 

human nature cannot do without. 

-Confucius 
 

What pleasure does music bring you? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/confucius_quotes.html
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Music is the shorthand of emotion. 

-Leo Tolstoy 

 

 

Here is an example of shorthand writing.  

How is it like music?  

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/leo_tolstoy_quotes.html
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A jazz musician is a juggler who uses 

harmonies instead of oranges. 

-Benny Green 
 

How does a jazz musician juggle his music? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/benny_green_quotes.html
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Music is your own experience, your thoughts, 

your wisdom. If you don't live it, it won't 

come out of your horn. 

-Charlie Parker 

 

How can a musician express himself through 
his instrument? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/charlie_parker_quotes.html
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The function of pop music is to be consumed. 

-Pierre Boulez 
 

How is pop music “consumed”? or Why is pop 
music consumed? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/pierre_boulez_quotes.html
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Music, the greatest good that mortals know, 

and all of heaven we have below. 

-Joseph Addison 
 

How can music be the greatest good? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/joseph_addison_quotes.html
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Chamber music - a conversation between 

friends. 

-Catherine Drinker Bowen 

 

Describe chamber music … 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/catherine_drinker_bowen_quotes.html
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Every day look at a beautiful picture, read 

a beautiful poem, listen to some beautiful 

music, and if possible, say some reasonable 

thing. 

-Goethe 
 

What would happen to us if we follow 

Goethe’s advice? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/goethe_quotes.html
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I could be whatever I wanted to be if I 

trusted that music, that song, that vibration 
of God that was inside of me. 

-Shirley MacLaine 

 

We all have a song inside us.  What is your 
song? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/shirley_maclaine_quotes.html
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What makes you unique? What is a doorstop? 

 

Every single one of us can do things that no 

one else can do  can love things that no 
one else can love. We are like violins. We 

can be used for doorstops, or we can make 

music. 

-Barbara Sher 

 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/barbara_sher_quotes.html
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What fills you with a sense of beauty that 

fills your soul? 

A man should hear a little music, read a 

little poetry, and see a fine picture every 

day of his life, in order that worldly       

cares may not obliterate the sense of the 

beautiful which God has implanted in the 
human soul. 

-Johann von Goethe 

 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/johann_von_goethe_quotes.html
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Wonder ... music heard in the heart, is voiceless. 

-Rosemary Dobson 
 

What fills you with wonder?  What music 

would fill you with the same feeling? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/rosemary_dobson_quotes.html
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Hope and Happiness. Hope is grief's best music. 

-Anonymous 
 

Describe how hope is like music when you feel 

sad or downcast … 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/anonymous_quotes.html
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A musician must make music, an artist must 

paint, a poet must write, if he to be at 

peace with himself. What a man can be, he 

must be. 

-Abraham Maslow 

 

Who do you know that just “has” to create 
or sing or play?  What is your gift? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/abraham_maslow_quotes.html
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Life exists for the love of music or beautiful 

things. 

-G. K. Chesterton 

 

Describe how loving music or finding beauty 

gives your life meaning? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/g__k__chesterton_quotes.html
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Use what talents you have; the woods would 

have little music if no birds sang their song 

except those who sang best. 

-Reverend Oliver G. Wilson 

 

What talent do you have and need to 

practice? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/reverend_oliver_g__wilson_quotes.html
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Most people live and die with their music 

still unplayed. They never dare to try. 

-Mary Kay Ash 
 

We are all afraid to be ourselves.  How can 

you play all your “music”? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/mary_kay_ash_quotes.html
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Music is the child of prayer, the companion 

of religion. 

-Chateaubriand  
 

How is music like prayer? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/chateaubriand_quotes.html
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Music is the art of the prophets, the only art 

that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is 

one of the most magnificent and delightful 

presents God has given us. 

-Martin Luther 

 

What music calms your soul? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/martin_luther_quotes.html
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The best, most beautiful, and most perfect 

way that we have of expressing a sweet 

concord of mind to each other is by music. 

-Jonathan Edwards 

 

How can music communicate sweet things to 

one another? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/jonathan_edwards_quotes.html
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When words leave off, music begins. 

-Heinrich Heine 

When last have you felt lost for words?  

What music would play instead? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/heinrich_heine_quotes.html
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After silence that which comes nearest to 

expressing the inexpressible is music. 
-Aldous Huxley 
 

How can silence and music feel the nearly the 

same? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/aldous_huxley_quotes.html
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Music is the universal language of mankind. 

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 

How can music be an universal language? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/henry_wadsworth_longfellow_quotes.html
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There is no feeling, except the extremes of fear 

and grief that does not find relief in music. 

-George Eliot 

 

What feelings do you experience that find 

relief when you listen to music? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/george_eliot_quotes.html
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Without music, life is a journey through a 

desert. 
-Pat Conroy 
 

Describe your own description of life without 

music …. 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/pat_conroy_quotes.html
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We all have music inside us, and can learn 

how to get it out, one way or another. 

-Frank Wilson 

  

 

How can you learn to get “your music” inside 
you out? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/frank_wilson_quotes.html
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When your inner eyes open, you can find 

immense beauty hidden within the 

inconsequential details of daily life. When 

your inner ears open, you can hear the subtle, 
lovely music of the universe everywhere you 

go. 

-Timothy Ray Miller 

 

Describe how you can listen with our inner 

ears to hear the music of the universe around 

you... 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/timothy_ray_miller_quotes.html
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The world is full of poetry. The air is living 

with its spirit; and the waves dance to the 

music of its melodies, and sparkle in its 

brightness. 

-Percival 

 

Describe how you see the world responding to 

love and light. 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/percival_quotes.html
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There are two means of refuge from the 

miseries of life: music and cats. 

-Albert Schweitzer 
 

Describe what 2 things give you a sense of 
comfort and refuge? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/albert_schweitzer_quotes.html
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Describe how you spend time enjoying simple 

things that allow you to appreciate life. 

Let us not get so busy or live so fast that 

we can't listen to the music of the meadow 

or the symphony that glorifies the forest. 

Some things in the world are far more 
important than wealth; one of them is the 

ability to enjoy simple things. 

-Dale Carnegie 

 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/dale_carnegie_quotes.html
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Architecture is frozen music. 

-Goethe 

 

 

Describe some architecture that reminds you of 

music… 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/goethe_quotes.html


Famous Music Quotes for Cursive Copywork  50 

Copyright ©2017  Nadene Esterhuizen http://practicalpages.wordpress.com 

 

   

Music should strike fire from the heart of 

man, and bring tears from the eyes of woman. 

-Beethoven 

 

Describe how music “strikes fire” in a man’s 

heart or “brings tears” to a woman’s eyes/ 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/beethoven_quotes.html
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Music hath charms to soothe the savage 

breast. 

- William Congreve 

 

How can music soothe a “savage breast”? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/
http://www.famousquotesandauthors.com/authors/william_congreve_quotes.html


Famous Music Quotes for Cursive Copywork  52 

Copyright ©2017  Nadene Esterhuizen http://practicalpages.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry, therefore, we will call Musical 

Thought. 

Thomas Carlyle

How can poetry and music be the same?  
Can poetry be made into music? 

http://practicalpages.wordpress.com/

